











The pop-up book offers as immersive a tour of the house as you can dream of. The
scene at the so-called “kitsch-en,” for instance, wonderfully captures Willis’
commitment to playfulness as a central design conceit — something all too rare in a

world often dressed in basic neutrals.
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The dining nook, one of Allee Willis's favorite places in her home, and the pop-up book version of the space. (Myung J. Chun / Los Angeles Times)



A pink-leather dinette anchors a space that’s all but drowning in tiki mugs, salt and
pepper shakers and adorned with artworks (including a collection of Zel caricatures).

Willis” humor is clearly prevalent throughout.

That's nowhere more obvious than in her “Rec Room.” A blue-hued linoleum floor
made to look like an aquarium, replete with singing fish and turtles, brightens the
dark-wooded downstairs space and echoes the nautical elements Kesling introduced
into his Streamline Moderne homes. Here, this underwater space serves as a

repository for “Allee’s Legendary Landfill of Esthetic Essentials.”

The recreation room, with its blue floor. is filled with collectibles, just like in the pop-up book. (Myung J. Chun / Los Angeles Times)



The shelves, as the book shows, are
filled to the brim with collectibles,
many of them part of the collection of
Black culture, which her friend James
Brown first helped her curate.
Lunchboxes, magazines, records,
action figures and sculptures all but
beg you to spend hours upon hours
examining each and every one of
them. This is thrifting as cultural
history. Kitsch as historical

remembrance.

In Carlip’s pop-up version of this
room, you can see, among many
other things, a crowned Miss America
Vanessa Williams Corn Flakes box, a
slew of Afro picks ready for the
taking, a Harlem Globetrotters
coloring book, a Diana Ross doll and

a Chubby Checker Twister game.

“It’s a funny thing, because Mike, the
paper engineer, who's done many

other books and clients and

The tiled floor and decorative inlays in the recreation room at Allee Willis' house. . . . N
(Myung J. Chun / Los Angeles Times) everything, kept saying, ‘You can’t

have so much detail. You have to

edit,” Carlip shares. “And I was like,
‘Nope.” I just stood my ground. [ was like, ‘It’s Allee. It’s all got to be in there.” But
then I finally relented and said, ‘How about there’s a downloadable poster where

people can get descriptions of items and see them up close?””

In that poster, you can see “Libby the Lovely Liberated Lady” doll, a Women’s
Liberation toy that’s as hilarious as she sounds (you're encouraged to pull her skirt
for a surprise). And you can also see a photo of the famed Riverside Market sign that
adorns the house’s outdoor pool next to a portable bar Willis had hand-sculpted from
Motor City-found items.

As the future of the house as it stands remains up in the air, with Carlip unsure what
the Foundation has planned for it, the pop-up book (like last vear’s “The World
According To Allee Willis” documentary) hopes to make sure Willis' artistry is

preserved in ways she would most enjoy.
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A tongue-in-cheek faux-Picasso hangs above the fireplace. (Myung J. Chun / Los
Angeles Times)

Manuel Betancourt

“I just think it really captures her
whimsy, her thoughtfulness, her
creativity and the joy,” Carlip adds,
about the house and book alike.
“Everything she created had so much
joy in it. I think when people come
into this house, they feel all those
things, they're inspired to create.
think just the breadth of her
creativity is infectious. You cannot
help but be inspired by being in

here.”

Carlip points to a painting that sits
atop the fireplace right above a
Sascha Brastoff gold ceramic bull.
The piece features a blue-hued
woman whose irregular features
(bold neon lips, perky colorful
nipples) are intentionally meant to
evoke a certain famed artist. It is

signed “P. Picasso.”

“People would always ask her, ‘Ts this
...?2"" Carlip recalls with a laugh. “It's
not. I mean, it’s called ‘Girl with Blue
Period.”™
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